
Vasiliev A.A 

     The correspondence of A.A. Vasiliev from the archives of the Kondakov 

Institute Prague tells his relations between 1924-1952 with this institute. Hopefully 

it is a contribution to the understanding of post-and-pre-war history and the 

relations of the Byzantine in these. 

April 4, 1926 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: department of history Medison, Wisconsin 

Thanks from Georgiy Vladimirovich for sending the ad and the collection of 

Kondakov 

 

May 31, 1926 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Medison, Wisconsin; Georgiy Vladimirovich 

Thanks for the work "campaigns of the Byzantine Empire from the 13th century" 

 

June 2, 1926 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Georgiy Vladimirovich 

Message about coming to Prague to see a friend. Wishes for a good job in Athens 

to George Vladimirovich 

 

June 30, 1930 

From: Vasiliev A. A 

To: Medison, Wisconsin 

plans to travel for three months to California and Alaska to cross the Arctic Circle 

and relax. Gratitude for the presence in the collection in memory of N. I. 

Kondakov. 

 

May 2, 1931 

From: Vasiliev A.A 



To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 

the author of the letter notifies that he will not be able to hold a lecture at the 

Kondakov Seminary, because he doesn’t have time to prepare 

 

April 2, 1931 

From: Kondakov Seminary 

To: Alexander Alexandrovich 

Unreadable 

 

October 24, 1931 

From: Deputy Director; Secretary 

To: Alexander Alexandrovich 

thanks for sending a print of the article 

 

Novemer 29, 1931 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 

please send the article no earlier than January 

 

December 30, 1931 

From: Deputy Chairman of the Institute 

To: Alexander Alexandrovich 

notice that the Board of the N. P. Kondakov Institute has elected Alexander 

Alexandrovich an honorary member of the Institute for scientific achievements in 

the field of Byzantine studies 

 

October 29, 1931 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 



gratitude for the title of honorary member of the Institute, the inability to make a 

membership fee for lack of funds 

December 11, 1931 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 

continuation of the last letter; the author explains that he did not refuse the title of 

election to honorary members, and doesn’t have the means to pay the membership 

fee; sent a copy of the last pages to Paris; wishes a happy new year 

 

January 15, 1932 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Madison Wisconsin; USA 

thanks to the author for being elected as an honorary member; the article for the 

collection is ready and is being rewritten 

 

January 26, 1932 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 

notification that the author has sent an article “Harun-ibn-Yahya and his 

description of C-le”; wishes of good luck and happiness in the housewarming 

 

March 2, 1932 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 

sent correction with a request to make 4 corrections; the author of the letter asks 

under what conditions he can have separate impressions and how many 

 

March 3, 1932 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 



the author of the letter asks for amendments and additions to the Laurentian 

Chronicle, note 56, which refers to Apollonius of Tyana 

October 15, 1932 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 

the author of the letter asks to make more corrections to the Laurentian chronicle 

 

October 15, 1932 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 

the author of the letter expresses gratitude for sending prints of his article; does not 

send his own print to the library of the Kondakov Institute. Reports on the beautiful 

French edition of his «History of Byzantium» 

 

October 19, 1932 

From: Prague 

To: Vasiliev A.A 

thanks to Alexander Alexandrovich for his impressions and further participation in 

the next volumes of their Yearbook. Request to send an extra copy for the library 

of the Institute French edition " History of Byzantium" 

 

November 13, 1932 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 

the author of the letter informs that he does not have free copies of the French 

edition of his "History of Byzantium" Recommends contacting Gregory of 

Lozinsky for free volumes 

 

January 29, 1933 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 



thanks for the New Year's greetings; excellent result of the article " Harun-ibn-

Yahya and his description of C-le”; at Christmas, the author went to New York; in 

connection with the crisis, it was decided to stop printing university publications at 

his university and reduce salaries 

 

November 3, 1933 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 

the author expresses his gratitude to the Institute for sending him two volumes:1) 

the second volume of the "Russian Icon" by Kondakov; 2) the sixth volume 

Seminarium Kondakovianum; regrets the death of Lossky; informs that from 

February to September he will be free for personal studies 

 

 

Teil 2 

 

April 26, 1934 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Hotel Raganand; Paris, France; Nikolay Petrovich 

the author of the letter informs that he remains in Europe until September. He 

doesn’t have a ready-made article for the yearbook. He wrote the book "Goths in 

the Crimea" in English. 

 

November 16, 1934 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA 

the author got to Madison after a rest, asks to write the name and middle name of 

Solovyov. He was very happy to meet future Russian scientists in the Slavic 

countries. 

 

January 28, 1935 

From: Vasiliev A.A 



To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA; Dmitriy Alexandrovich 

the author reports that had a great new year and was in New York and Virginia, 

Newhavn, have seen Vernadsky and Rostovtsev. 

 

 

May 4, 1935 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA; Nikolay Petrovich 

the author of the letter is interested in the position of printing Seminarium 

Kondakovianum; tells about his other articles. In June, he leaves Madison for a 

year in New York to lecture at Columbia University. They are called the General 

course of Ancient History and the history of Byzantine civilization. 

 

 

June 3, 1935 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA; Nikolay Petrovich 

the author sends an article "on geographical anonymity", which was not written in 

any language other than German. He also gives a complete translation of the 

treatise "The Foundation of the Trebizond Empire". Reports that "Goths in the 

Crimea" will be published in the publications of the American Medieval Academy. 

 

 

July 24, 1935 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: New York; Nikolay Petrovich 

the author reports on the movements in New York, he will return to Madison in 

1936. He creates 40 copyright prints during this period. 

 

 

 



 

September 12, 1935 

From:  the Board of the Institute of Kondakov; chairman of the Management 

Board; Prague 

To: Vasiliev A.A; New York 

expression of gratitude to A. A. Vasiliev for his consent to assume the 

chairmanship of the board of the Institute, as well as in the development of 

archeology, Byzantine studies and nomadic studies. 

 

 

September 17, 1935 

From: Vasiliev A.A;  

To: Nikolay Petrovich; Virginia 

the author sends the corrected proofreading of his work and informs the new 

address where to write letters 

 

 

October 26, 1935 

From: Vasiliev A.A; New York 

To: Dmitriy Alexandrovich; Prague 

the author is looking forward to the rolled-up proofreading in 45 copies. He 

lectures in New York and is very happy. 

 

 

November 5, 1935 

From: Vasiliev A.A; New York 

To: Dmitriy Alexandrovich; Prague 

the author makes corrections to the proofreading and once again reminds of the 

prints in the amount of 45 copies 

 



 

January 19, 1936 

From: Vasiliev A.A; New York 

To: Dmitriy Alexandrovich; Prague 

the author congratulates all colleagues of the institute to the New year, in New 

Haven he saw G. V. Vernadsky, with whom he talked about the institute. The 

author is engaged in correcting the proofs of his English book "Goths in the 

Crimea". His article on the foundation of the Trebizond Empire will appear in the 

next issue. 

 

 

March 5, 1936 

From: Vasiliev A.A; New York 

To: Dmitriy Alexandrovich; Prague 

The author doesn't write the obituary of Zlatarskiy, because there aren’t enough 

materials. Planning a trip to France and Prague. 

 

 

March 9, 1936 

From: secretary of the institute 

To: Vasiliev A.A 

the secretary of the Institute solemnly announces that Vasiliev A. A. was elected 

chairman of the board of the Institute; all members of the Institute are happy. 

 

 

April 2, 1936 

From: Vasiliev A.A; New York 

To: Dmitriy Alexandrovich; Prague 

the author expresses his gratitude for the new honorary title and understands that 

staying in America is impractical, his presence is necessary at the institute. 

 



 

April 5, 1936 

From: Vasiliev A.A; New York 

To: Dmitriy Alexandrovich; Prague 

the author discusses the financial situation of the Kondakov Institute. He redacted 

the first correction of " Goths in the Crimea" 

 

 

April 30, 1936 

From: Vasiliev A.A; New York 

To: Nikolay Petrovich; Prague 

the author informs that his trip to Europe will not take place, as there will be a 

summer session. The financial situation of the institute is alarming. The Institute 

has acquired a very valuable honorary member in the person of an American. From 

June 6 to July 1, the author will be absent in New York. 

 

 

May 16, 1936 

From: Nikolay Petrovich; Prague 

To: Vasiliev A.A 

the author reports that 45 prints of Vasiliev, as well as prints of other articles, are 

being sent with a delay. The American about whom Vasiliev asked in his last letter 

is a major collector, the owner of the world's best collection of Coptic fabrics. The 

author will not be able to get to the Byzantine Congress in Italy for lack of time. 

 

 

June 3, 1936 

From: Vasiliev A.A; New York 

To: Nikolay Petrovich; Prague 



the author of the letter thanks for the impressions received, they are printed 

perfectly. He is very pleased with the new honorary member of the institute-an 

American. He reminds that he doesn't get to Europe in the summer. 

December 5, 1936 

From: Vasiliev A.A; New York 

To: Dmitriy Alexandrovich; Prague 

The author reports that there are no hopes for moving and establishing the institute 

in America, and tries to find an American with financial resources who could help 

the publishing house of the institute. He promptly received 8 volumes of the 

Institute's publications. Thanks the institute's intention to dedicate the next volume 

to him, but is not happy about it. Recently, his English book "Goths in the Crimea" 

is published. 
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January 21, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA; Dmitriy Alexandrovich 

The author of the letter thanks for the card he received, signed by all the members 

of the meeting. His colleagues are preparing a collection that will be dedicated to 

Vasiliev. 

 

 

April 11, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA; Dmitriy Alexandrovich 

The author says that his colleagues would like to keep information about his 

musical works in his biography for the 70th anniversary. They can also add 

information about printed works. He regrets that he did not tell Vernadsky about 

his dearest memory, a trip in 1906 to the 50th anniversary of the University of 

Melbourne. There he read his "famous" speech. The author says that the 70th 

anniversary is not a happy date, but a sad one, so he asks his colleagues not to 

worry about this event. He remembers his childhood and finishes his letter in a 

good mood. 

 



 

 

 

May 6, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA; Dmitriy Alexandrovich 

The author reports that he sent two photos for the institute and for the collection. In 

two weeks, he will send an article about the beginning of the Anglo-Saxon 

emigration to Byzantium. This summer, the author is going to come to Paris for 

two weeks. 

 

 

May 15, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: 803 State Street Madison Wisconsin; USA; Dmitriy Alexandrovich 

The author discusses the change of the new representative of the institute in 

America. Returns from Paris to America, and then from Madison to Guatemala. 

 

 

May 22, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Madison; Nikolay Petrovich 

The author is alarmed by the financial situation of the institute and its transfer to 

America in connection with the debt, this idea is not feasible, in his opinion. 

 

 

June 28, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Madison; Nikolay Petrovich 



The author tells about his future trip to Paris, in the summer he plans not to work , 

but to relax. 

 

July 30, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A; Paris 

To: Madison; Nikolay Petrovich 

The author wants to visit his colleague Dmitry Petrovich in Prague, but since his 

trip to Paris was expensive, he can't do it. He asks if his presence in Prague is 

necessary. He reminds that he is going to America from Paris. 

 

 

August 9, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A; Paris 

To: Nikolay Petrovich 

The author thanks Dmitry Petrovich for paying for his trip to Prague. He asks to 

meet him at the station, because he is short-sighted. 

 

 

August 17, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A;  

To: Nikolay Petrovich 

The author thanks Dmitry Petrovich for his hospitality and delicious dishes, and 

also apologizes for his great appetite, as everything was delicious, and dumplings, 

and pickle, and mushrooms in sour cream. He hopes to see you again. Sends great 

greetings to the family of Dmitry Petrovich. 

 

 

August 25, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Nikolay Petrovich 

The author has returned to America and is going to Madison. 



 

 

September 14, 1937 

From: the Kondakov Institute 

To: Alexander Alexandrovich Vasiliev 

The Institute cordially congratulates Vasiliev on his 70th birthday. Despite the 

distance, he brings great benefits to the university with his work. 

 

 

October 10, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Nataliya Grigoryevna 

The author thanks the entire university in the person of Natalia Grigorievna for 

congratulations on the 70th anniversary. A little regret for the wasted years that 

didn't go the way he wanted. 

 

 

October 12, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Nikolay Petrovich 

The author thanks the entire university for congratulations on the 70th anniversary. 

The institute is still unable to find rich members to pay off the debt. 

 

 

November 5, 1937 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Nataliya Grigoryevna 

The author asks Natalia Grigorievna about her achievements in the Czech-Slovak 

ministries and institutions. He is ready to provide his help and assistance, if it is 

necessary. 



 

 

February 3, 1938 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Nikolay Efremovich 

The author reports that in May he will give lectures in Paris on the topic of 

Byzantium and Ancient Russia. From Paris, at the end of June, he goes to New 

York, where he will also give lectures on “The Course of History of Ancient 

Greece” and “Byzantine civilization”. 

 

 

February 14, 1938 

From: Murko M.M 

To: Vasiliev A.A 

The author reports that the Slavic Institute wants the property of Kondakov, 

namely his library, to remain in Prague. 

 

 

March 4, 1938 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Nikolay Petrovich 

The author is grateful for the reprints of his article and for the invitation to attend 

the Gregoire report. Bolan still can't pay off the institute. 

 

 

March 7, 1938 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Nikolay Petrovich 

The author thanked for a very interesting article by A.V. Solovyov about the Goths 

in the Crimea. 



 

 

May 14, 1938 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Nikolay Efremovich 

The author says that he will be able to see Nikolai Efremovich in the summer, he is 

very happy about this trip and looks forward to seeing Pechory and Izborsk under 

the guidance of Nikolai Efremovich. 

 

 

May 14, 1938 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Nikolay Petrovich 

The author thanks for the new published collection, makes corrections and 

corrections and asks to send more. There is not enough time for personal work due 

to the university routine. The author leaves New York for Scandinavia and 

Finland. 

 

 

May 26, 1938 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Dmitriy Alexandrovich 

The author thanks you for participation in his article, respects and misses him. 

 

 

June 12, 1938 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Nikolay Petrovich 

The author informs Nikolai Petrovich that he is leaving Madison for 4 months. 

 



 

 

November 9, 1938 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Nikolay Efremovich 

The author has returned to Madison and is dealing with correspondence, individual 

prints, and books received during his 4-month absence. He often recalls their stay 

in Pechora and Izborsk. 

 

 

November 30, 1938 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Georgiy Alexandrovich 

The author sends Georgiy Alexandrovich to Belgrade a brief memoir about V. G. 

Vasilevsky. He can dispose of them at his own discretion. 

 

 

January 7, 1939 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Georgiy Alexandrovich 

The author temporarily does not work on articles, as he treats his eyes. Grégoire 

has visited him recently. It was decided to transfer the Kondakov Institute to 

America in New-Haven-Yale. The author of the letter knew nothing about it. In 

May, Vasiliev is going to give 6 lectures in Paris. Georgiy Alexandrovich manages 

to gradually move the library from Prague to Belgrade. 

 

 

 

May 20, 1939 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Georgiy Alexandrovich 



The author would like to thank Grigory Alexandrovich for sending a copy of his 

articles. They helped him a lot at his lectures in Paris, and he was able to convey 

the most interesting information to his numerous listeners. 

 

 

October 9, 1940 

From: Vasiliev A.A 

To: Georgiy Alexandrovich 

The author is very happy that "Byzantium" of Georgiy Alexandrovich has been 

published. The author is healthy and working on his autobiography, more than 400 

sheets are already ready. 
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